


OVERVIEW
(as of 8/10//2021)

This overview--written with guidance and input from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) and State of Illinois, Village of
Oak Park Health Department, our own Health Advisory Committee, faculty and staff--represents
our best thinking at the current moment. We know that the COVID landscape is still changing
and that we will need to continue to be flexible and vigilant in monitoring and responding to new
information throughout this school year. Thank you in advance for your patience and your
commitment to working with us to provide a safe and productive learning environment for
students, teachers, and staff.

● We will require indoor masking for all (vaccinated or unvaccinated) students, faculty,
staff, and anyone else who enters the building.

● Outdoor masking for students, faculty, and staff will be required at teachers’ discretion.
During times when students, especially younger students, are playing closely together for
an extended period, teachers and students will wear masks. During times when students
are able to maintain 3-6 feet of distance, teachers and students will not wear masks
outdoors.

● We will maintain distance of 3-6 feet between all people when possible, while still
allowing students to be closer than 3 feet at times for limited periods of important
academic or social interaction.

● We will maintain cohorts within Pond (K-2), Lake (3-5), and Ocean (6-8).

● We will discontinue temperature checks as they have not proven useful in diagnosing
COVID cases. We will continue using multiple doors for arrival and checking in with
each student as they arrive.

● We will continue to utilize frequent and thorough hand-washing/hand-sanitizing
upon entering the school building, before eating, after using the restroom, and at other
points in the day as needed.

● We will continue to encourage/require all students, faculty, and staff to stay home when
ill or possibly ill.
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● We will continue to spend lots of time outdoors and to keep windows open for
ventilation while indoors.

● We will limit visitors to the school building while students are present.

● We will continue daily cleaning/disinfecting of classrooms and other spaces.

● We will require proof of COVID vaccination for all vaccinated faculty, staff, and
students. At the current time all TCS faculty and staff members, including student
teachers and interns, are vaccinated.

● We will once again ask each family to sign a Family Safety Agreement.

New this school year:
● We are partnering with the State of Illinois to provide weekly SHIELD testing for all

unvaccinated individuals. We will also provide Test to Stay testing to allow close
contacts of a student who tests positive to remain in school as long as they continue to
test negative.

● We plan to provide BinaxNOW rapid antigen testing for any student, teacher, or staff
member (vaccinated or unvaccinated) who shows symptoms of COVID-19.

● We plan to offer Before and After Care beginning September 7, 2021. Please note that it
is possible we may at some point need to suspend Before or After Care due to COVID
transmission rates, staffing, or quarantine needs.

● Before Care will be from 7:45-8:40 a.m. Monday thru Thursday in the school library at a
cost of $8 per day. Students will be asked to read, draw, or play a quiet game and to
remain 6 feet from other students not in their cohort (Pond, Lake, or Ocean). Students
will not be allowed to eat or drink (except for water) during this time.

● After Care will be provided by Kids Project Monday thru Thursday, run by Ellyzabeth
Adler (who has worked with TCS for over 15 years). After Care is an arts-based,
pay-as-you-go program, offered from 3:15-4:30 p.m. ($15 per day) and or 3:15-6:00 p.m.
($25 per day). We will offer two cohorts of After Care, one for Pond students and one for
Lake students. All TCS COVID protocols will apply during After Care.

● On Friday afternoons, when pick-up for K-5 students will be at 12:00 at Thatcher
Woods, we will offer an extended day remote afternoon for families who are not able to
make a 12:00 pick-up work for their schedules. In two separate cohorts, Pond and Lake,
students will be supervised by a teacher to eat lunch and then participate in their
classroom’s remote and independent learning schedule for the afternoon.
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HEALTH & SAFETY

The Children’s School plans to meet and exceed current Illinois Department of Public Health and
CDC guidelines as we prepare our facilities and plan programming for the fall. Below are
general health and safety guidelines that The Children’s School will follow.

Cohorting/Group Size
We will maintain cohort groupings by Pond (grades K-2), Lake (grades 3-5), and Ocean (grades
6-8). Students from different cohorts will not interact with each indoors but may interact when
outdoors.

We will continue to hold most large parent/community events virtually. Please add these to your
calendar:

● Parent Orientation August 31, 7-8:30 pm (virtual)
● Curriculum Night week of September 16 (scheduled by each individual teacher)

Masks
Masks must be worn by staff and students while in the school building at all times EXCEPT
when eating or drinking.

Outdoor masking for students, faculty, and staff will be required at teachers’ discretion. During
times when students, especially younger students, are playing closely together for an extended
period, teachers and students will wear masks. During times when students are able to maintain
3-6 feet of distance, teachers and students will not wear masks outdoors.

Research indicates that the most effective masks are:
● Made of fabric, preferably 100% cotton and tight-weave
● At least 2 layers
● Closely fitted around nose and mouth
● Not made from synthetic materials, fleece, or bandana
● Not include an exhalation valve or vent
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Teachers, staff, and students are asked to wear a clean mask each school day. Masks can be
laundered or washed by hand in hot, soapy water for 15 minutes.

Students are asked to keep a spare mask at school. The school will have a supply of paper masks
available for when a child’s own masks cannot be used.

PLEASE WATCH THIS VIDEO ON PROPER MASK WEARING.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Tv2BVN_WTk

SHIELD and BinaxNOW Testing
In partnership with the Oak Park Health Department and University of Illinois, we will be
offering two types of COVID testing:

1. Weekly SHIELD (saliva based PCR) testing of all unvaccinated individuals in school.
The goal of this testing is to catch COVID cases in people who are asymptomatic or
presymptomatic and thus reduce possibilities for transmission.

2. BinaxNOW (nasal swab rapid result antigen) testing of symptomatic individuals, whether
vaccinated or unvaccinated. This will be used whenever an individual is experiencing
COVID symptoms and also for Test to Stay for unvaccinated individuals who are close
contacts with someone who has tested positive (see below).

Click here to read more from IDPH about testing in schools.
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By sending your child(ren) to TCS, you are consenting to SHIELD and BinaxNOW testing for
your unvaccinated child(ren) and BinaxNOW testing for your unvaccinated or vaccinated
child(ren). If your child(ren) cannot participate in testing for any reason, please contact the office
to discuss.

Protocols for Containment and Health Alerts
● If someone in the classroom (teacher or student) tests positive for COVID, that

person must either 1) quarantine for 14 days; or 2) quarantine for 10 days and if
no symptoms appear during that time test on days 11, 12, 13, and 14.

● If someone in the classroom tests positive, we will work with teachers and the
Health Department to determine who are close contacts. In the K–12 indoor
classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes students who were within
3 to 6 feet of an infected student if both the infected student and the exposed
student(s) correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire time. Less
than 3 feet is considered close contact with a mask for unvaccinated people.
Outdoor activities with or without masks are not considered close contacts.

● Unvaccinated close contacts will need to either 1) quarantine for 14 days; 2)
quarantine for 10 days and test on days 11, 12, 13, and 14; or 3) not quarantine
and Test to Stay on days 1, 3, 5, and 7.  If at any point the unvaccinated close
contact tests positive, they must quarantine (see above).

● Vaccinated individuals are not considered close contacts but must symptom watch
and test if needed.

● We will issue a health alert to that classroom and Pond, Lake, or Ocean cohort if
someone tests positive within that cohort.

● The CDC defines an outbreak as  2 or more cases amongst students and staff at
TCS within a 14 day period that are epidemiologically linked (not household or
shared exposure). If we experience an outbreak, we will move to twice weekly
testing for all exposed individuals for 28 days.

Daily Attendance
If a student is going to be absent for COVID-related symptoms or non-COVID symptoms, their
caregiver must contact the school. When reporting illness absences, be sure to report if your
child:

● Has been in close contact of someone with a positive COVID-19 test
● Has signs of coronavirus
● Has been diagnosed with coronavirus or influenza (respiratory flu)

Symptom Screening

6

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html


School staff will check in with each student as they enter the building. We will not be doing
temperature checks at the door, but we will be making sure students are feeling well and not
experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19.

Any individual who tests positive for COVID-19 or shows signs or symptoms of illness must
stay home. Known symptoms include: fever, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing,
fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell, congestion or
runny nose, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea.

We will have a designated space within the school to isolate any student, teacher, or staff
member experiencing  any symptoms of COVID-19. Parents will be asked to pick up their sick
child as soon as possible. Staff members will wear a face mask, face shield, and gloves during all
interactions with sick children.

Hand Washing
“Frequent handwashing as a modality of containment is vital” (AAP, 2020). All persons will
wash hands or use hand sanitizer upon entering the school building, before and after restroom
use, after coughing or sneezing, after returning inside from outdoors, before and after using any
shared materials, and before and after eating snack or lunch. Students will be instructed on
proper hand-washing/hand-sanitizing techniques.

Physical Distancing
Social distancing of 3 feet between individuals will be maintained as much as possible in
classrooms, hallways, and other indoor spaces as well as outdoors.

Staff will rearrange classrooms and other spaces to meet social distancing requirements to the
greatest extent possible.

We know that interactive play is a hugely important part of children’s learning and
social-emotional well-being. We will allow play such as board games, block building,
imaginative play, etc. However, we will put routines and signage in place to remind everyone of
social distancing as much as possible when children are not playing. This will include controlling
traffic flow in classrooms and hallways and staggering visits to restrooms, cubbies or lockers,
and other areas of the school to avoid crowding.

Sharing Materials
Students will use their own materials when possible. When using any shared materials such as
books, blocks, art supplies, etc., students will be instructed to wash hands/use hand sanitizer
before and after using.
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Water & Snacks
Students should bring full water bottles to school. It is preferable to have a water bottle with a
straw due to masks. Bottles can be refilled at bottle filling stations (by teachers for younger
students) if needed.

Students may bring a small snack to eat during the morning. This should be a small item that can
be eaten quickly and with little mess. Students will remove their masks one at a time in a
designated area in order to eat their snack.

Lunch
Classes will eat lunch outdoors as a group sitting 3-6 feet apart. In case of inclement weather,
classes will eat in their classrooms sitting 6 feet apart. Students will remove masks for eating and
replace them when finished. They will wash hands/use hand sanitizer before and after eating. As
much as possible students will be discouraged from talking while eating and to eat quickly when
indoors to minimize the amount of time the spend unmasked.

Arrival/Dismissal
The school day begins at 8:45 a.m. and our doors will open at 8:40 a.m. and remain open until
9:00 a.m. Please enter one at a time and maintain 3 feet distance while entering or waiting to
enter.

● Students in grades K, 1, 2 (Pond) will enter through the Courtyard gate on Oak Park Ave
● Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 (Lake) will enter through the Alley Door (off of Pleasant

Avenue)
● Students in grades 6, 7, and 8 (Ocean) will enter through the Pleasant Ave door

Parents will not enter with children but will say goodbye at the door.

Dismissal will be at 3:15.
● Parents of students in Kindergarten should pick up at the northwest Oak Park Ave door
● Parents of students in grades 1 and 2 should pick up at the Pleasant Ave door
● Parents of students in grades 3 should pick up at southwest Oak Park Ave door

Teachers/Administrators will hold signout sheets and mark each child signed out as the child
exits the building and joins their parent/guardian or designated alternative.

All students grades 4-8 will sign themselves out and exit through either the alley or the Pleasant
Ave. door, maintaining 3 feet distance from others while doing so.
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Cleaning/Disinfecting
Bathrooms, drinking fountains, door handles, stairway railings, and other frequently touched
surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected daily. Teachers will clean and disinfect frequently
touched classroom surfaces such as tables, doorknobs, light switches, etc. daily. Shared materials
will also be cleaned and disinfected regularly.

Outdoor Safety Protocols
Students and staff will wear masks outdoors at teachers’ discretion.. During times when students,
especially younger students, are playing closely together for an extended period, teachers and
students will wear masks. During times when students are able to maintain 3-6 feet of distance,
teachers and students will not wear masks outdoors.

Outdoor activities will be strongly encouraged throughout the day. Each class will have a
designated outdoor space on our campus available to them at any time for academic learning,
other activities, or play. These outdoor experiences will allow more fresh air exposure to students
and staff and provide safe opportunities to remove masks.

Indoor Air Flow
We will keep windows and doors open as much as possible to allow circulation of fresh air.
Please have your student dress accordingly as they may need warmer clothing even when
indoors. We will also use Alen True HEPA FLEX air filters in classrooms when available.

Visitors
We will limit visitors to essential personnel and require visitors to follow all mask-wearing,
hand-washing, cleaning/disinfecting of shared materials, and social distancing requirements
while in the building.

Travel Restrictions
For domestic travel please follow Suburban Cook County travel guidance:

“Any unvaccinated people traveling from [travel-advisory states and territories] are advised to
obtain a negative COVID-19 test result no more than 72 hours prior to arrival in Cook County or
quarantine for a 10-day period upon arrival. Vaccinated individuals do not need to quarantine or
receive a negative test.”

For international travel please follow all CDC travel bans/restrictions.

Family Safety Agreement
We are asking each family to read, sign, and abide by the guidelines of this Safety Agreement.
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Teaching and Learning

It is our hope that high compliance with mitigation measures, especially universal masking and
weekly testing of unvaccinated individuals, will greatly reduce the possibility of an entire
classroom needing to go remote at any point during the school year. If that changes, we will
reach out with more details, likely similar to the schedules we put in place last school year
(2020-21).

Students who test positive for COVID-19, regardless of whether or not they show symptoms,
will need to stay home from school and either quarantine for 14 days or quarantine for 10 days
with no symptoms appearing and test negative on Days 11-14.

If a student is home because of COVID-19, either ill with COVID-19 symptoms or quarantining
due to exposure, their classroom teacher will work with them to provide at home learning
materials. This may include:

● Preparing materials for you to pick up at school
● Having your student “beam in” to the classroom for periods of instruction
● Providing your child with assignments and work that they can complete independently
● Arranging times to meet over Zoom with your child to go over assigned work, answer

questions, and stay connected with teacher and classmates
● Providing access to a Pond, Lake, or Ocean Google classrooms that house digital

materials and learning activities

If your child is absent from school for non-COVID-19 related reasons--i.e., they are sick but do
not have COVID-19 or are travelling or otherwise unable to attend school--this will be treated as
a typical absence, with work to be made up once the child returns to school.
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Key Resources

● COVID-19 Guidance for Safe Schools - American Academy of Pediatrics
● Illinois State Board of Education Covid Guidance and Updates
● Illinois Department of Public Health School Guidance
● TCS Health Advisory Committee (Dr. Michael Angarone, Dr. Magda Houlberg, Dr.

Muriel Jean-Jacques)
● TCS Covid Program Info Page
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